Differential expression of two members of FGF receptor gene family, FGFR-1 and FGFR-2 mRNA, in the adult rat central nervous system.
The fibroblast growth factor (FGF) receptor gene family now contains four members that encode homologous receptor-tyrosine kinases (RTKs) to each other. We have demonstrated that one of the members, FGFR-1 (also termed as flg), is expressed in the widespread but specific neuronal populations in the adult rat central nervous system (CNS). In the present study, we examined the expression pattern of another member, FGFR-2 (also termed as bek) and compared it with that of FGFR-1. In contrast with FGFR-1, we detected FGFR-2 expression primarily in the fiber tracts of the adult rat CNS, suggesting that the oligodendrocytes are the main sites of the FGFR-2 expression. These findings indicate that FGF may regulate neurons and glial cells through different subtypes of its cognate receptor.